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A Time of Decision... 
...A Call to Prayer 


Let us pray . ie 


All during January, and beyond, with American 
Presbyterians facing the most crucial choice in more 
than 90 years, let us pray! 


Let us pray in our homes and with our families 

. in the privacy of our own rooms... in our 
churches, with ministers leading their people in 
every service ...in neighborhood groups. . . in mid- 
week meetings . . . women meeting with other 
women ... young people praying with young 
people, men with men... and all together. 


Let us pray... 


... for the unity of the church .. . for the true 
witness of the Presbyterian Church in this land. 


Let us pray specifically and definitely: 


. for the triumph of faith over fear; 

. for the victory of confident trust over sus- 
picion; 

. for the power of Christ over the power of 
sin; 

. for the witness of Christian unity instead 
of division; 


. for the manifestation of Christian love and 
goodwill; 

. for the restoration of the broken Presby- 
terian household. 


Let us pray that the true faith and hope and 
Christian love of this Presbyterian family may be 
made visible in the life of the nation and to the ends 
of the earth. 


“This love of which I speak is slow to lose patience 
— it looks for a way of being constructive. It is not 
possessive: it is neither anxious to impress nor does 
it cherish inflated ideas of its own importance. 


“Love has good manners and does not pursue self- 
ish advantage. It is not touchy. It does not com- 
pile statistics of evil or gloat over the wickedness of 
other people. On the contrary, it is glad with all 
good men when Truth prevails. 


“Love knows no limit to its endurance, no end 
to its trust, no fading of its hope: it can outlast 
anything. It is, in fact, the one thing that still 
stands when all else has fallen. . . . In this life we 
have three great lasting qualities—faith, hope and 
love. But the greatest of them is love.”—I Cor. 
13:4-7, 13 Phillips’ Letters to Young Churches. 











Letters to the Editors 





Are Opponents Advancing Spiritual Unity? 





The John 17 Prayer 
To THE OUTIOOK: 


“Today’s Chuckle” in our morning 
paper says, “It is surprising how a man’s 
intelligence rises in our estimation when 
he expresses opinions in agreement with 
our own. And the nearer the agreement 
the higher he rises.” 

This observation may throw some light 
on Christ’s famous (and now contro- 
versial) prayer in John 17:21. Maybe 
that is why all the “great exegetes” are 
on one side and the proponents of church 
union are in short supply. Granted that 
Christ did pray for spiritual unity. The 
opponents of organic union declare that 
they are willing, even anxious, for 
spiritual unity with other Presbyterian 
bodies. I wonder if all the volume of free 
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literature now flooding the church is de- 
signed to promote that longed-for spiritual 
unity. 

Indeed, one might infer from the num- 
ber of WHEREAS-es and “Be It Re- 
solveds” now published weekly, that 
many of our churches are opposed to 
further “organic union” with our own 
General Assembly. And further “spiritual 
unity” is coming apart if union draws 
any nearer. 

I will leave the “burden of proof’ as 
to what Christ meant to the exegetical 
Sandows among the many proponents of 
organic union. But in closing may I ask 
the opponents of union to prove that 
Christ did NOT mean organic union in 
this particular case? Can we say that he 
prayed: “That they may be one. Make 
those three Presbyterian bodies one in 
Sprrairvar Unity in 1955. But for my sake, 
Father, please don’t let them vote in 
favor of organic union. And above all, 
don’t let that Southern Presbyterian 
Church ever be swallowed up or be forced 
into a union with some people they do 
not like.” 

Can the opponents prove by the Scrip- 
ture that spiritual unity is incompatible 
with organic union? 

T. C. VINSON. 
San Antonio, Texas. 


C.S.A., U.S.A., or U.S.? 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Recently, after officiating at a wedding, 
I signed the marriage license and added 
“minister, Presbyterian Church, U.S.A.” 
The “A” was accidental, of course. Now 
what shall I do? I can hurry back to the 
Court House and erase the letter “A” 
or I can leave it for a year or two, and 
in the event of union, there will be no 
need for a change in the words as written. 

But what shall I do if union is defeated? 
In that event I shall rush over to the 
Court House, find the license, and after 
my name I shall write “minister, Presby- 
terian Church, C. S. A.” (Confederate 
States of America). 

FirZHUGH CLARK. 

Rocky Mount, N. C. 


e NOTE—In the event of union, the title 
of the church will be The Presbyterian 
Church of the U. S.—Eds. 


Wilbur LaRoe Says: 











America’s Soul. The soul of Amer- 
ica, which means so much to the world, 
is being sorely hurt by (1) worship of 
false gods, notably money; (2) disunity 
among Christ’s followers; (3) intoler- 
ances, including race prejudices; (4) 
breakup of homes; (5) increasing tend- 
ency to lean on government; (6) class 
strife; (7) cheap politics; (8) attacks 
on our educational system; (9) liquor; 
(10) gambling. This is not a complete 
list but it is enough to show what the 
church is up against. Every dollar con- 
tributed to the church will help to save 
America’s soul. 


Keeping God Close. Our friend and 
Princeton classmate, Harold Medina, 
federal judge who presided over the fa- 
mous communist trial, says that he could 
never have endured the trial without the 
feeling that God was sitting on the bench 
with him every minute. Why cannot all 
of us laymen cultivate the feeling that 
God is always with us in our work and, 
as Oswald Chambers so well says, “en- 
gineering our circumstances”? Muriel 
Lester tells us to “practice the presence 
of God.” Of what use is our faith unless 
we have it with us in all our work and in 
all our contacts? « 


He Is No Father. A Presbyterian 
minister in Washington, D. C. was walk- 
ing across the church lawn where some 
Roman Catholic boys happened to be 
playing. One of the boys, recognizing 
him, said, “Good morning, Father.” 
Whereupon the boy’s companion said dis- 
approvingly, “Aw, he ain’t no Father— 
he’s got kids!” 


DR. LaROE is widely known both to Presby- 
terian Tribune and Outlook readers. He is 
a Washington, D. C., attorney; an elder in 
the Chevy Chase church; and a former Mod- 
erator of the Presbyterian, USA, General 
Assembly. 





Count on my support up to the hilt.... 
Joun A. Mackay. 
Princeton Seminary. 


1953 U. S. Moderator 


The merger of The Outlook and The 
Tribune—two finely-edited and forward- 
looking church papers, is both significant 
and prophetic. You can help immeas- 
urably both in preparation for inevitable 
Presbyterian union and in the slow grow- 
ing together of mind, organization and 
spirit that will follow the favorable Gen- 
eral Assembly and presbytery actions. 
Power to you! 

FRANK W. PRICE. 
Lexington, Va. 


USA Moderator of 1940 


The merger of The Presbyterian Trib- 
une and The Presbyterian Outlook is a 
cause for rejoicing among all forward 
looking members of the Presbyterian 
family. It is a highly significant step 
toward that unity for which we have been 
praying and striving for so many years. 
For those of us who have been troubled 
in conscience over the heresy of a divided 
church this action tends to bring partial 
relief. 

It is hoped that this move will not only 
mean a broadening of the base of our 
common cause but will also awaken a 
deepened sense of responsibility at the 
grass roots for the maintenance of an 
independent journal in our churches. In 
addition to official publications there 


must also be an organ for the free and 
uninhibited discussion of issues per- 
tinent to the welfare of the church. 

For the welfare of our beloved church 
and for the more vigorous advancement 
of the Kingdom of God, let us fervently 
pray and work for the continued success 
of The Presbyterian Outlook. 

Wo. LinpseEy YOUNG. 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
1937 USA Moderator 

All hail the union of The Outlook and 
The Tribune! May the publication con- 
tinue to have clear Christian outlook and 
be a faithful and conscientious tribune 
of Presbyterianism at its best, in a vital 
united church. 

WILi1AM Hiram FOULKES. 
Winter Haven, Fla. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK. Second-class mail privileges authorized at Richmond, Va. Published weekly on Monday by Outlook 
Publishers, Inc., 1 North Sixth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia, except first week, January, and fourth week, August. Telephone 2-9492; 


night, 4-5554. 15¢ a copy, $5.00 a year. 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 
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MODERATORS’ ITINERARIES 


U. S.: Wade H. Boggs, 341-C Ponce de 
Leon Ave., N.E., Atlanta 5, Ga. 

Jan. 5, Communion Service, National 
Presbyterian Church, Washington, D. C., 
at the opening of Congress. 





Jan. 10, Presbyterian Convocation, 
Grace-Covenant church, Richmond, Va., 
8 p.m. 


Jan. 16, First church, Winchester, Va., 
11 a.m. 

Jan. 18, Winchester Presbytery. 

Jan. 23, First church, Monroe, La., 11 
a.m., 7:30 p.m. 

Jan. 25, Red River Presbytery, La. 

Jan, 28, Men’s meeting, Shreveport, La., 
6:30 p.m. 

Jan. 30, Second church, Little Rock, 
Ark., 11 a.m. 

Jan. 31, Moderator’s Convocation, Mem- 
phis, Tenn., 8 p.m. 


U. S. A.: Ralph Waldo Lloyd, Maryville 
College, Maryville, Tenn. 

Jan. 5, Communion Service, National 
Presbyterian Church, Washington, D. C., 
at the opening of Congress. 

Jan. 14-25, California. 

Jan. 14-17, Presbyteries of Los Angeles, 
Riverside, Santa Barbara. 

Jan. 18-19, Presbyteries of Sacramento, 
San Joaquin. 

Jan. 20, Presbytery of Santa Barbara. 

Jan. 21, Ecumenical meeting in the 
Greater Los Angeles area. 

Jan. 22-25, Presbyteries of San Fran- 
cisco, San Jose, Redwoods. 

Jan. 26, New York; Long Range Plan- 
ning Committee. 

Feb. 14-17, North American 
World Presbyterian Alliance, 
Canada. 

Feb. 20, Brick church, Rochester, N. Y.; 
First church, Syracuse, N. Y. 

Feb. 21, Westminster Foundation, Syra- 
cuse University. 

Feb. 21, Knox church, Baltimore, Md. 


Area, 
Ottawa, 


, Presbytery Voting Nears «|, 


Chief Attention Directed Toward Response of Southern Units > 


With many January meetings of pres- 
byteries in the U. S., USA and United 
Presbyterian Churches facing the vote 
on Presbyterian reunion as the major 
item of business, particular attention is 
directed toward the presbyteries of the 
Southern church where, it is generally 
conceded, the only significant opposition 
to union exists. 

The U. S. vote is complicated further 
because of the greater difficulty in se- 
curing approval, with a three-fourths 
vote (64 out of 86 presbyteries) neces- 
sitated before the requirements are met. 
The USA Church requires a two-thirds 
majority, while the U. P. Church speci- 
fies that only a simple majority of the 
total (individually tabulated) vote be 
secured with at least two-thirds of the 
presbyteries participating. 

Twelve presbyteries in the U. S. 
Church voted before the January 1 date 
specified by the Assemblies. Eleven of 
these, in response to strategy appeals 
by opponents of union, voted against 
union. The effort was made to secure 
the negative vote of 23 presbyteries at 
fall meetings, but this failed. One pres- 
bytery, Texas-Mexican, voted for union, 
casting its ballot early because its disso- 
lution was ordered by Dec. 31. 

Groups in the churches are organizing 
prayer efforts, in connection with the 
voting in the presbyteries. The an- 


nounced dates for the votes in the South- 
ern presbyteries are as follows: 


Birm’gham, Jan. 17 
C. Ala., Jan. 15 

N. Ala., Jan. 18 
Mobile, Feb. —__ 
Abingdon, Apr. 19 
Asheville, Jan. 18 
Holston, Jan. 18 
Knoxville, Feb. 8 
E. Ark., Jan. 25 
Ouachita, Jan. 18 
Washburn, Feb. 15 
St. Johns, Jan -- 
Everglades, Jan. —_ 
Tampa Bay, Jan. __ 
Suwannee, Jan. 18 
Athens, Jan. 11 
Atlanta, Feb. 1 
Cherokee, Jan. 18 
Ga.-Car., Jan. 25 
Savannah, Jan. 18 
S’west Ga., Jan. 25 
Guerrant, Jan. 25 
Lex.-Eben., Jan. 25 
Louisville, Jan. 25 
Muhlenbg., Jan. 25 
Transylv., Jan. 17 
Louisiana, Jan. 18 
La.-Miss. ~----- 

N. Orleans, Feb. 15 
Red River, Jan. 26 
N. Miss. Jan., 18 
Lafay’t., March 7 
Mo., Jan. 18 
Potosi, Jan. 25 

St. Louis, Jan. 17 
Upper Mo., Feb. 1 
Albemarle, Jan. 18 
Concord, Jan. 18 


Fay’vl., Apr. 19 
Granville, Jan. 25 
Kings Mtn., Jan. 18 
Mecklenbg, Jan. 18 
Orange, Jan. 20 
Wilmgt’n., Apr. 19 
W.-Salem, Jan. 25 
Durant, Jan. 19 
Indian, Apr. 14 
Mangum, Jan. 19 
Bethel, Jan. 25 
Charleston, Jan. 18 
Enoree, Jan. 25 
Piedmont, Jan. 18 
S. Car., Jan. 25 
Columbia, Jan. 18 
Memphis, Jan. 25 
Nashville, Jan. 25 
Brazos, Jan. 28 

C. Tex., Jan. 25 
Dallas, Jan. 25 

El Paso, Jan. 19 
Mid-Texas, Jan. 25 
Paris, Jan. 18 

W. Tex., Jan. 12 


E. Hanover, Jan. 25 
Lexington, Jan. 25 
Mtgy., April —- 
Norfolk, Jan. 18 
Potomac, Jan. 18 
Roanoke, Mar. 15 
W. Hanover, Jan. 18 
Winchester, Jan. 19 


od 


Bluestone, Feb. 7 
Greenbrier, Apr. 19 
Kanawha, Feb. 1 





USA Moderator, 1954 


The merging of The Presbyterian Out- 
look and The Presbyterian Tribune is 
interesting and important news. It is a 
testimony to the fundamental oneness of 
Presbyterian people and enterprises in 
the two churches. Even though both 
papers are unofficial organs, their mer- 
ger will provide a valuable example of 
how consolidations may be effected across 
church lines. And the united voice and 
audience should advance our mutual un- 
derstanding and strengthen our common 
witness for Christ. 

RALPH WALDO Lioyp. 
Maryville College, Tenn. 


College President 


I wish to extend hearty greetings to 
THE OUTLOOK and The Presbyterian 
Tribune as they merge their efforts into 


a nationwide Presbyterian service. It is 
good to find one more area in which the 
U.S. and USA Presbyterian Churches 
can unite. I extend my heartiest good 
wishes and will anticipate this new ven- 
ture with its broader coverage of Presby- 
terian life and work. 

J. R. CUNNINGHAM. 
Moderator of the 1947 U.S. Assembly 
Davidson College, N. C. 


U. S. Stated Clerk 


It seems to me that this merger should 
prove advantageous to both papers and, 
also, provide a practical way for better 
acquaintance of members of the two 
churches with each other and with the 
programs of both churches. You have 
my best wishes for success in this very 
unu-ual venture. 

E. C. Scort. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


National Missions 
I am greatly interested in the word that 


The Outlook and The Presbyterian Trib- 
une are to be merged. An independent 
weekly which will continue the traditions 
of these two splendid papers can make 
a real contribution to the life of the 
church. Irrespective of the outcome of 
the present vote on union, such a venture 
is to be welcomed. 

HERMANN N. Morsk, General Secretary. 
Moderator of the 1952 General Assembly. 
New York. 


1939 USA Moderator 


I rejoice at the uniting of these two 
Presbyterian church papers. I pray this 
may be the forerunner of the uniting of 
the various branches of the Presbyterian 
church family. 

Sam HIGGINBOTTOM. 
Babson Park, Fla. 








ABOUT UNION 





MISSIONS LEADERS OF 3 GROUPS 
SAY PROBLEMS CAN BE SOLVED 


World Missions staff and board mem- 
bers from the three Presbyterian bodies 
now discussing union are unanimous in 
their opinion that any problems arising 
from different pratices or policies can be 
worked out in the event of union. 

Meeting early in December in New 
York, the group of 16 went on record as 
believing that while certain problems may 
be difficult, “they may not be insuperable 
if we approach them in mutual confidence 
and love, looking to the Holy Spirit for 
guidance.” 

This statement is the last to be filed 
with the joint negotiating committee on 
union. Similar statements, all express- 
ing confidence in the possibility of work- 
ing out common problems, were publi- 
cized last spring as a result of the con- 
ference of other boards. 

At the recent meeting in New York 
the following representatives of staffs and 
boards were present: 

USA Church: Charles T. Leber, John 
C. Corbin, Allan M. Frew, Mrs. Paul 
Moser, Margaret Shannon, John Coven- 
try Smith. 

U’. S. Church: C. Darby Fulton, S. 
Hugh Bradley, D. J. Cumming, Mrs. H. 
D. Haberyan, James E. Bear, Wm. M. 
Elliott, Jr. 

U. P. Church: Geo. W. Henderson, 
Roy E. Grace, E. Everett Grice, H. E. 
Kelsey. 

The unanimous statement adopted by 
this group is as follows: 

Under the auspices of the Joint Nego- 


tiating Committee, representatives of the 
three foreign mission boards concerned 


met in Atlanta, Georgia, and in Phila- 
delphia, Pennsylvania, in 1953, and on 
December 6, 1954 in New York City. The 
following statement was unanimously 
approved at the New York meeting: 

I. It is understood that although those 
persons present at Atlanta, Philadelphia 
and New York were officially delegated 
to meet under the auspices of the Joint 
Negotiating Committee, this statement 
has not been presented officially to the 
three boards of foreign missions and does 
not necessarily represent the considered 
judgment of the whole membership of 
the three boards. 

Il. We find common concern that the 
world mission of the church shall have 
an adequate place in the life of the 
church and that direct avenues be kept 
open by which the claims of the world 
mission of the church can be presented 
to congregations and individuals. 

Ill. We find that in relation to the 
church in America, the boards are now 
following similar procedures in: 

1. Interpretation, education and pro- 
motion. 

2. Selection of personnel, including 
the requirement that all candidates sub- 
scribe to the doctrinal standards of the 
Presbyterian Church. 

3. Raising and administering funds.* 

4. Relationships with the general 
assemblies and other courts and agencies 
of the churches. 

IV. We find in relation to the missions 
abroad and to the missionaries that the 
boards are in agreement in recognizing: 

1. The necessity on the field of ar- 
riving at decisions by democratic and 
Presbyterian procedures, in responsible 
field organizations. 

2. That the missionary is expected 
to participate personally in processes by 
which decisions are reached, and that 

*It is noted that specific study would 
have to be made on the relationship of 
women’s organizations. 


his status as a participating represen- 
tative of the church at home is assured. 

3. That the boards provide information 
and stimulate action by responsible field 
organizations, each board being held ul- 
timately responsible by its General As- 
sembly for administration of the church’s 
work abroad. 

4. That comparable practices pre- 
vail in the handling of missionaries’ sal- 
aries and allowances. 

V. We find, with regard to the mis- 
sions and the indigenous churches, that 
the boards are in agreement: 

1. That the indigenous community 
will ultimately assume responsibility for 
the administration and support ‘of the 
Christian movement within its own area. 

2. That a variety of methods is nec- 
essary for meeting the needs growing 
out of the enlarging responsibility of the 
national church. 

3. That any overall policy must be 
adapted to each situation and must be 
worked out in relation to specific needs 
in each field. Flexibility of present board 
procedures allows for such adaptation. 

4. That in this area of the relation- 
ship of the mission and the indigenous 
church, there are certain problems and 
differences in viewpoint that remain to 
be worked out. 

VI. We find agreement that in coop- 
erative work with other denominations, 
the Christian character of the projects 
and of the institutions administered 
jointly must be maintained. We affirm 
that such cooperative work should be 
upon the constitutional premise of loy- 
alty to Jesus Christ as God and Savior. 
Recognizing that there is incomplete 
agreement in relation to certain coop- 
erative enterprises, we declare our earn- 
est desire to explore together methods 
by which the Christian witness of coop- 
erative enterprises can be assured. 

VII. In addition to the many points of 
agreement, as outlined above, we recog- 
nize that there are certain differences 
among us in matters of policy which will 
have to be resolved if and when union 
takes place. It is our conviction that 
though these problems may be difficult, 
they may not be insuperable if we ap- 
proach them in mutual confidence and 
love, looking to the Holy Spirit for 
guidance. 





USA Men’s President 

As you begin to speak . . . on a nation- 
wide basis, you will achieve new stature 
and render new service. . . . I sincerely 
hope that your union is successful, that 
it is fruitful and that it helps accomplish 
some more of what we are all committed 
to. 

Davin B. Cassar. 

Dubuque, Iowa. 


USA College President 

As one who was brought up in the 
Southern Presbyterian Church, in New 
Orleans, Louisiana, and who has lived 
most of his adult life as a member of 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, I am 
delighted to hear that The Presbyterian 
Outlook and The Presbyterian Tribune 
are to merge. Both papers have repre- 
sented to me the ideals of the forward 
look and the free forum which are char- 
acteristic of American Presbyterianism. 
The merger is a natural fulfillment of 


4 


common purposes and the promise of a 
great strengthening of our faith in the 
years ahead. 

CHARLES J. TURCK. 
Macalester College, St. Paul, Minn. 


Washington Pastor 

I rejoice in the merger. The USA 
Church, like her southern sister, needs 
an independent paper which can be, when 
necessary, creatively critical. In days of 
increasing conformity within the church 
as within our society the prophetic voice 
is too often silenced to the great detri- 
ment of the life and health of the Body 
of Christ. May the merged papers be- 
come, not a soap box of partisan opin- 
ion, but a forum of constructive discus- 
sion, to the end that there may be within 
the church a continuing Reformation 
which alone can save us from the harden- 
ing of ecclesiastical arteries. 

RussELL C, Stroup. 

Georgetown Church, Washington, D. C. 


Head of U. S. Men’s Work 


I wish for all those associated with 
this new paper the finest success and a 
continuation of the tremendous job that 
you have done through The Outlook dur- 
ing these years. 

S. J. (Jap) PATTERSON, JR. 
Richmond, Va. 


Board of Education Editor 


It is most important that we should 
maintain in both churches a paper which 
is dedicated to the progressive forward 
movement of the church, and is inde- 
pendent of control by any of the official 
organizations of the church. The merger 
of The Presbyterian Outlook and The 
Presbyterian Tribune should give us a 
paper of real significance for the future 
of Presbyterianism in the United States 
of America. 

HoiMEs ROLSTON. 
Richmond, Va. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 
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HY “s.c.” and ‘“A.p.” in a world 

where just a small minority ac- 
cepts Christ? Various modern historians 
have expressed impatience with our dat- 
ing system which, they say, reckons all 
things by the life of an obscure carpen- 
ter in an unimportant country. Why 
not, they ask, date our civilization from, 
say, the rise of Greek culture, or the fall 
of Rome, or even (somewhat immodestly) 
the discovery of America? 

Any real defense of “B.c.” and “a.p.” 
goes back to questions far beyond history 
itself. Does God exist? Does he reveal 
himself among men and in men? Did 
he actually appear in the person of Jesus 
Christ, whom Christians call “Lord” and 
“Master” still? 

If our answer is “no” or “who knows ?” 
to any of these queries, then we may in- 
deed just as well date our history from 
any clear, sunny day or any promising 
winter solstice in the past. Yet if our 
answer, in humility, is “yes,” or “I be- 
lieve; help thou mine unbelief,” then 
mankind ‘is surely justified in regarding 
Christ’s coming as the Great Divide, the 
Beginning, the turning of history’s most 
important page. For to accept this claim 
is to agree that Almighty God is “in” 
history, involved in the events of human 
days and years, and that there is a pur- 
pose for the life of men beyond all our 
scheming and hoping and even praying. 


” 


God and “Progress” 


It is because the Western world has 
proclaimed that God does dwell in our 
history, somehow, that we have believed 
in “progress” as no other culture ever 
has. We mean by progress the idea that 
events are stepping ahead, growing, 
changing toward a purposeful result. 
Other cultures have tended to find reality 
in the cycle, the recurring round, in which 
nothing is really new but merely repeats 
itself as time brings all things. Our 
own temptation has been to assume that 
progress—with the will of God left out of 
it—is almost automatic, a sort of built-in 
feature of human events which like an 
escalator keeps us rising higher and high- 
er just in the nature of things. 

Christian thinkers deny either the cycle 
idea or this automatic advance, seeing 
progress as a gradual movement toward 
a goal which is not our own, but God’s. 
They see the destinies of men having their 
set-backs and pauses, suffering .delays 
DR. NELSON is a member of the faculty of 
the Yale Divinity School. He is widely known 
for his work among students and for his 
books. He has been a member of the Edi- 
torial Council of The Presbyterian Tribune. 
This article, used here by permission, is a 
part of the Universal Week of Prayer topics, 
The Life God Redeems, issued by the Evan- 


gelism Department of the National Council 
of Churches. 
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and mistaken detours—but the whole sit- 
uation somehow in the hand of God. We 
can be hopeful of what history may bring 
only because we have found God at work 
in human events. 

The hopelessness and dreariness of the 
future for non-believers are factors which 
they merely seek to face with fortitude. 
For them there is nothing out there ahead 
except an eternal stretch of human an- 
nals, fulfilling no aim or plan outside the 
brains of certain obscure beings on a 
whirling but dying little planet. As one 
modern Christian has put it, the secular 
viewpoint is a temporary optimism 
against a background of universal pessi- 
mism; whereas the Christian has a tem- 
porary pessimism against a background 
of universal optimism. In other words, 
secularism in facing the future advises: 
“Whistle to keep your courage up, for it’s 
all dark out there.” But the believer 
says: ‘There is darkness and sin among 
us for the time being—but don’t be 
afraid, for God is in control, to bring 
his will to pass.” 


God Is Working 

Such is the basis, simply put, of all 
our discussions of “the Christian hope” 
in today’s church. Our hope is not in 
man’s self-propelled ability to ‘‘build the 
Kingdom on earth,” as it was in a gen- 
eration recently past. Nor is this hope 
purely a millennial forecast that God will 
some day, again, enter history. Instead, 
it is the confident assertion in faith, that 
the Almighty is here with us working his 
will through human lives, eventually 
bringing to pass the eternal intention for 
which he made the universe and man. 

Applied to each of us as we face un- 
seen events ahead, what does it mean 


that God is the Lord of history? It may 
mean such claims as these: 
Knowing there is a purpose. Because 


God is working out his aims in all things, 
this involves his having an intention for 
me personally, my own years ahead, my 
days and nights. This plan, ever-chang- 
ing as I make wrong choices, I may dis- 
cover by prayer and reading the Bible 
and by fellowship among Christian be- 
lievers, even though the search may be a 
hard and even painful one. 

Claiming fresh ability. All the an- 
swers are not in, regarding the questions 
of what I personally can do and be, what 
my home or job or church can do or be. 
As the Lord makes all things new, he 
gives me new capacities and enables me 
by faith to meet fresh opportunities. The 
New Testament assures us that God does 
not tempt us beyond our ability to resist. 
Likewise, he does not confront us with 


The Future God Claims 


tasks for which the needed abilities are 
not provided. 

Working within the church. Whatever 
the year or years ahead may bring, we 
may be certain that the church, the Body 
of Christ, will endure and accomplish her 
mission. Our Lord’s assurance that “the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against 
it’ pictures the church marching reso- 
lutely up to the very bulwarks and bas- 
tions of evil in the world, to push right 
ahead through barred doors and guarded 
battlements. As we are part of that 
church, with hearts given to its message 
and devotion and work added to its 
strength—in our neighborhood and in the 
wide world—we share the power and 
triumph by which God claims the future 
of mankind for his own mighty purposes. 

Seeing a light. When Evangelist ask- 
ed Christian (in Pilgrim’s Progress) 
whether across the foggy plain he could 
see a gate, Christian replied that he could 
not. 

In one of the famous question which 
evangelical Christians have held dear, 
Evangelist then asked, ‘“Canst see yon 
light over yon wicket gate?” 

Straining his eyes, Christian respond- 
ed, “I think I see a light... .” 

It was enough, and is enough, to point 
the way into the future on our journey 
toward the City of God. 


Quiet Praying 

May we as Christians not merely wait 
and watch as history unfolds, but de- 
cide and serve with all boldness and 
loyalty. 

May the future see today’s power for vio- 
lence and for abundant blessing be 
swayed to peace and growing goodwill 
on the earth. 

May the church find her true unity and 
enlarge her mission vastly in our life- 
time. 

May we each seek in days ahead to be 
worthy of the gifts of faith and prayer 
freely given us in Christ Jesus our 
Lord. 





Louisville Seminary 


The news that you plan to merge the 
interests and publication of the Pres- 
terian Outlook with those of The Trib- 
une comes as another evidence of for- 
ward looking journalism in the church. 
While it will be hard to carry out in 
some details, no doubt, yet it chal- 
lenges the imagination. Here will be 
co-operation in publication and especial- 
ly in news from north and south. Here 
will be one more step toward a reunited 
Presbyterian testimony in our land. 
More power to you! 

Juxtan Price Love. 
Louisville, Ky. 








THE YEAR IN RELIGION 





Evanston Assembly 
Is Called 1954's 
Outstanding Event 


By WINFRED E. GARRISON 
University of Houston 


For Protestants the world over, and for 
Anglo-Catholics and Eastern Orthodox, 
the Second Assembly of the World Coun- 
cil of Churches at Evanston, Ill., August 
15-31, was the outstanding religious 
event of the year. 

For Roman Catholics in all lands 1954 
was the Marian Year in recognition of 
the centenary of the promulgation of 
the dogma of the Immaculate Concep- 
tion on December 8, 1854. During the 
year Pope Pius XII exalted the Virgin 
Mary as “Co-redemptrix, Co-mediatrix 
and Queen of Heaven,” sharing with her 
Son the rule of the world. And he pro- 
claimed the universal feast of the Queen- 
ship of Mary, to be celebrated every May 
31. Canonization was conferred upon 
Pope Pius X, whose encyclical Ad Diem 
illum laetissimum (1904), on the 50th 
anniversary of the dogma of the Immacu- 
late Conception, gave fresh impetus to the 
elevation of the Virgin. 

American Jewry took proper pride in 
celebrating the 300th anniversary of the 
arrival of the first Jews who became per- 
manent residents of what was later to 
be the United States. 

Many of the Eastern Orthodox 
churches, including Russian, Serbian, 
and Greek churches in the United States, 
celebrated the 900th anniversary of the 
final separation of Eastern from West- 
ern Christianity in 1054. 

The British and Foreign Bible Society 
observed its 150th anniversary. This 
Society has a longer history of effective 
interdenominational cooperation on a 
large scale than any other Christian or- 
ganization. 


Evanston Footnotes 

The meeting of the World Council 
brought together more than a thousand 
official members, including delegates, 
consultants, and accredited visitors, from 
163 churches in about 50 countries, and 
several times that number of unofficial 
visitors for whom more ample facilities 
were provided than at any previous ecu- 
menical gathering. 

A few carefully watched but warmly 
welcomed delegates came from two of 
the Iron Curtain countries; none from 
Russia or Red China. The largest com- 
munions not represented were the Roman 
Catholic, the Southern Baptist, and some 
American Lutheran bodies. These were 
absent not by exclusion but by their 
own choice. 
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Statistics Given 

The statistical record for the year is 
excellent, though the percent of increase 
in membership was less than the unprece- 
dented figure of a year ago. Religious 
bodies have 94,842,845 members, or 
57.5% of the total population. The 
year’s rate of increase, 2.8%, is slightly 
more than the rate of population increase. 

Protestants (including for this purpose 
some who do not call themselves such) 
number 55,837,325; Roman Catholics 
31,648,424; Eastern Orthodox 2,100,- 
171; Jews (a population estimate) 
5,000,000; all other 429,088. 

The churches which publish financial 
reports (i.e., Protestant and Orthodox) 
gave 8.9% more money for the mainte- 
nance and work of their churches than 
the year before, an impressive total of 
$1,401,114,217, which amounts to an 
average of $41.94 per member. 

The general board of the National 
Council of Churches voted in September 
to locate the Council’s permanent head- 
quarters in New York City. This de- 
cision was ratified by the meeting of the 
Council’s General Assembly at Boston 
early in December. Roy G. Ross became 
general secretary of the National Coun- 
cil in January, succeeding Samuel Mc- 
Crea Cavert, who for 32 years had been 
the chief executive officer of the Federal 
Council of Churches and then of the 
National Council into which it was 
merged. 


Presbyterian Union 

The General Assemblies of three Pres- 
byterian Churches—U.S.A., U.S. (South- 
ern) and United—approved a basis of 
union upon which they agreed that the 
three could be merged into one body to 
be called the Presbyterian Church in the 
United States. This proposal was sent 
to the presbyteries for their acceptance 
or rejection, but the fate of the merger 
plan was still hanging in the balance at 
the end of the year. It can be defeated 
by the unfavorable vote of a relatively 
small number of presbyteries—as few as 
22 out of 84 in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church, in which the greatest amount of 
opposition has been voiced. 

The way was cleared for union between 
the Congregational Christian Churches 
and the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church. A convening general synod is 
to be held in 1957. The new denomina- 
tion will be called the United Church 
of Christ. During the year four Lu- 
theran bodies took steps which, though 
not entirely decisive, were definitely in 
the direction of their union. They are 
the American Lutheran, Evangelical Lu- 
theran, United Evangelical Lutheran and 
Lutheran Free Churches. 

The most conspicuous event in evan- 
gelism during the year was Billy Gra- 
ham’s campaign in London where his 
meetings were attended by enormous 





crowds and 30,000 converts were report- 
ed. Spectacular as this success was, it 
seems to have been exceeded, at least in 
excitement, by that of Tommy Hicks, 
a former Baptist but now an independent 
faith-healing evangelist, who is reported 
to have created an incredible commotion 
in Argentina. 


Change in Missions 

The work of foreign missions has 
gradually, but definitely, entered upon a 
new phase in recent years, and 1954 saw 
some rather marked changes in the direc- 
tion in which previous events had point- 
ed. The main factors in the change are 
the recognized duty of the church to par- 
ticipate in the general improvement of 
social and cultural conditions (a kind of 
religious Point Four program) in the 
countries which were formerly mission 
territories; the rising national conscious- 
ness in countries which, having emerged 
from colonial status, are no longer suit- 
able fields for missions dominated wholly 
by alien white men; and the consequent 
rise of the native churches to independ- 
ence. 

In some places, the newly-autonomous 
native churches are drawing together in 
united churches, on the ground that they 
are not interested in acclimatizing the 
issues which separate their founding de- 
nominations on the other side of the 
world. This had happened in Japan, the 
Philippines and India. 

In some places, notably India, a new 
and jealous nationalism, fortifying itself 
by reviving interest in the native religion, 
has thrown up new obstacles to a Chris- 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 


On Presbyterian 
Union 


In the course of my work | have 
held meetings for some pastors in 
the Southern Presbyterian Church 
who are committed to the thought 
of union with us and for some who 
are opposed to it. | recognize the 
serious differences that exist and 
the deep honesty of the men who 
hold opposite opinions on this sub- 
ject. | once was totally opposed 
to the idea of union and expressed 
my opposition in a manner for 
which | am now sorry... . 

The great verse for today comes 
from our Lord's prayer in the gar- 
den: He prayed in John 17:21 
“that they all may be one in us; 
that the world may know that 
thou hast sent me.” 

Any outward unity that can be 
achieved without impairing the 
purity of the church is, indeed, 
an imperious necessity.—Monday 
Morning. 
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tian advance. ‘There is also a definite 
resurgence of Moslem expansion, es- 
pecially in Africa, and an intensification 
of Moslem zeal in the Arab countries of 
the Middle East. 

These developments, in addition to the 
closing of such vast areas as China and 
Russia to western influence, have called 
for a new study of missionary techniques 
and programs, but this has not been ac- 
companied by any diminution of mission- 
ary zeal but rather by an increased sense 
of the urgency of the work in the minds 
of American Christians. 


Liberty Is Curtailed 

Religious liberty, which might be ex- 
pected to be an assured reality in the 
modern world, is still severely limited in 
some areas. Protestants in Columbia 
have charged more severe persecution 
during the past year than previously; re- 
ported mob action has been reinforced 
by governmental decrees closing a great 
part of the country to Protestant work of 
any kind. The free churches of Greece 
have been allegedly checked and hindered 
by the combined opposition of the gov- 
ernment and the established Orthodox 
Church. Protestants in Italy have had 
the benefit of some favorable decisions 
by the public authorities that have per- 
mitted the reopening of some closed 
churches. 

The situation in Spain has become 
slightly worse by the more strict inter- 
pretation of the existing laws which 


forbid the “public exercise” of any re- 
ligion except Roman Catholic, but Span- 
ish Evangelicals can take some satisfac- 
tion in the fact that the aggressively in- 
tolerant Archbishop of Seville seems to 
have fallen out of favor with the Vatican. 

While the Supreme Court’s anti-seg- 
regation decision applied only to public 
schools, it forced upon American churches 
an issue which troubles the consciences 
of many churches and exasperates a few. 
Some southern denominations—for ex- 
ample, Baptist, Presbyterian, and Epis- 
copalian, and some Roman Catholic dio- 
ceses—have taken bold steps toward im- 
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plementing policies of non-segregation 
of the races. The Protestant Episcopal 
Church changed the place of its 1955 
General Convention from Houston to 
Honolulu because it could not be ade- 
quately assured of non-segregation ac- 
commodations in the Texas city. (Copy- 
right 1954 by Religious News Service) 
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Increasingly, modern churches 
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Austin Seminary Dean 


For many years The Presbyterian Out- 
look has given our church comprehensive 
religious news coverage, brilliant Sun- 
day school lessons by Dr. Thompson, and 
other features, and something more! It 
has also been the “cutting edge” of the 
church, refusing to accept the status quo 
but always pushing forward venture- 
somely toward a more Christian aware- 
ness and performance. Now with the 
merger of The Outlook and The Presby- 
terian Tribune I rejoice in this oppor- 
tunity for wider service to a united Amer- 
ican Presbyterianism. May it presage 
complete reunion! 

James I. McCorp. 
Austin, Texas. 


1951 U. S. Moderator 

The merger of The Outlook and The 
Tribune will be an interesting experi- 
ment in nation-wide Presbyterian news 
coverage. While it will pose some prob- 
lems, a paper would not need an ener- 
getic editor if such did not occur. I 
wish you much success. 

James Ross McCarn. 

Decatur, Ga. 


JANUARY 10, 1955 


Nebraska Executive 


This creation of a united Presbyterian 
voice is bound to have significant rami- 
fications in welding the affections of the 
Presbyterian family. 

GerorcE S. BANCROFT. 

Executive, Synod of Nebraska, Omaha 


San Francisco Seminary 


Congratulations upon your courage 
and faith in merging The Presbyterian 
Outlook and The Presbyterian Tribune! 
I could wish this were happening as the 
result of a definite assurance that the two 
churches, Presbyterian, USA, and Pres- 
byterian, U.S., are going to be re-united 
in the near future. But even if this does 
not occur this merger should be an im- 
portant influence in bringing it about at 
some future date. 

I have long been an advocate of a 
“free” denominational weekly, not be- 
cause I do not feel that our official pub- 
lications are not necessary, but because I 
feel that no church can be kept “‘out of 
the ruts” in its thinking and in its plan- 
ning without the light and leading of 
minds detached from its official family. 
There is every reason to hope that the 
new publication, representing both de- 
nominations, will make a distinct con- 
tribution to both and give a leadership 


in areas of thinking that can come from 
no other source. 

May God's richest blessings be upon 
your daring venture and may his Spirit 
give you the spiritual resources necessary 
to carry it through successfully to his 
glory. 

IL1on T. JONEs. 
San Anselmo, Calif. 


Princeton Seminary Professor 


The merger of The Outlook and The 
Tribune will bring together two strong 
journalistic forces in the religious life 
of Protestantism. Progressive in out- 
look, tribunal in method of discussion, 
vet steeped in a common tradition, these 
two agencies of the church ought to pro- 
vide a much-needed instrument aimed to 
produce a vital and enlightened clergy 
and laity. The renascence of religious 
journalism in our time is indicative of 
the Spirit’s working in and through the 
churches. Great issues are at stake these 
days; great thinking is required to meet 
them with clarity and decisiveness. God 
bless you in this new venture! This is 
not the end of The Outlook or of The 
Tribune; it is the merging of both in a 
new means of witness and inspiration. 

E. G. HOMRIGHAUSEN. 
Princeton, N. J. 
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EDITORIAL 


A New Volume and Venture 


Formal statements of editorial policy 
will come more appropriately at a later 
date. With the merging of The Presby- 
terian Tribune and The Outlook, inevi- 
table adjustments are required. Some 
indications of this were noted in our last 
issue, but the announcement of more de- 
tailed plans can wait to appear with our 
list of associate and contributing editors. 

Meanwhile, let us make an acknowl- 
edgment and a request. The acknowledg- 
ment is a thankful one for the flood of 
good wishes showered upon us, follow- 
ing the announcement of the coming 
merger. We are overwhelmed by the 
warmth and the cordial expressions 
which these letters bring. And, while 
we wish we could print every word of 
every one of them, we are now wonder- 
ing where we could find the space to do 
so. For every one, we are sincerely 
grateful. 

The request is that the friends of The 
Tribune and The Outlook—and, we 
hope, many new ones who will be at- 
tracted by this venture—accept our in- 
vitation to a genuine partnership in our 
service. We deeply appreciate the many 
courtesies of many people: writers of 
articles and _ letters, correspondents, 
friendly advisers and counselors, adver- 
tisers, book reviewers and _ publishers. 





Many people think spontaneously about 
us when (1) a Presbyterian item appears 
in their newspaper, (2) they have a cause 
to champion, (3) some action or pro- 
cedure needs to be challenged, (4) they 
want to get the ear (and the eye) of the 
church, (5) they want to begin a dis- 
cussion, (6) they have an article that 
deserves an alert audience. 

Mr. G, for instance, in a Presbyterian 
center, sends us several newspaper clip- 
pings almost every week, helping us keep 
in touch with important happenings in 
his area. This requires no correspond- 
ence, but it does demand an alert eye and 
a thoughtfulness that is genuinely ap- 
preciated. 

The many ways in which Tribune and 
Outlook friends have helped through the 
years could not be enumerated. For them 
all, we are thankful, as we look forward 
to a service within the Presbyterian fam- 
ily which, we pray, will be greatly used 
in the advancing Kingdom of Christ. 


Hearing the Call 


We are always eager to find the ex- 
planation when churches have a record 
of sending many of their young people 
into the ministry, missions and other 
church vocations. And we always won- 
der when we find a congregation from 
which practically no such young people 
go. What makes the difference? 

A news account tells of 19 young people 
who have gone forth from the First Meth- 
odist church, Little Rock, Ark., in the 
past ten years. At a recent recognition 
service, the pastor attributed the “re- 
markable response” to “the type of adult 
leadership which the church is provid- 
ing for the young people and the fine 
attitude toward Christian service on the 
part of the parents of these young people.” 


(We are pained at the twist given “Chris- 
tian service” here, but please overlook it 
for the larger purpose; Christian service, 
let us hope, is not limited merely to 
church vocations. ) 

In the Fourth church, Chicago, Har- 
rison Ray Anderson, the pastor, assigns 
an elder to each ministerial candidate. 
This elder forms a real acquaintance 
with the young man, takes him out to 
lunch, befriends him in many ways, fol- 
lows him through college and seminary 
years and into his first pastorate. 


GUEST EDITORS 


25th Anniversary of Union 

An important anniversary in the life 
of the Church in Scotland is the 25th 
anniversary this autumn of the union of 
the Church of Scotland and the United 
Free Church of Scotland. 

A. Nevile Davidson, minister of Glas- 
gow Cathedral, at a united service in 
Edinburgh to mark the occasion, called 
for new vision and new courage in the 
church. 

He deplored the shortage of recruits 
for the ministry, which is crippling the 
work and witness at every turn, but in 
his view, this is not only due to finance 
but perhaps to a feeling that the church 
is not rising to the opportunities and de- 
mands of the new age. 

The whole church life needs new vis- 
ion, new courage, a new spirit of self- 
sacrifice, and given these qualities he 
thinks young men will come forward 
in greater numbers to serve an adven- 
turous church. Dr. Davidson thinks the 
greatest failure of the last quarter-cen- 
tury has been not to take the parochial 
system seriously, since the minister and 
Kirk Session are responsible for every 
soul within its bounds. The desperate 
need for evangelism round our own doors 
is perhaps the most urgent challenge to 
the church in Scotland today. But one 
thing that has come through the union 
in recent years is a sense of mission. A 
national church has a great national 
responsibility. Dr. Davidson concluded, 
if ever a union between two churches has 
been justified, has been spiritually neces- 
sary, it has been the union of 1929.— 
CHURCH OF SCOTLAND PrEss BUREAU. 


New York Official 

It is with great satisfaction that I learn 
of the merger of The Presbyterian Trib- 
une with The Presbyterian Outlook. I 
was one of the early backers of The Trib- 
une and have felt that an independent 
journal of that sort had a real place in 
our church life. It is very significant 
that that tradition is being carried on 
in this merger, emphasizing the essential 
unity of our Presbyterian family. 

My heartiest good wishes, 

THEODORE F. SAVAGE. 

General Presbyter, New York Presbytery 
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THE AMBITION OF AN OFFICER 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“Take heed to yourselves and to all the 
flock of which the Holy Spirit has ap- 
pointed you guardians.”—Acts 20:28, 
Moffatt. 


VERY elder and deacon in the Pres- 
byterian Church is required to an- 
swer this question in the affirmative: Do 
you promise to study the peace, unity, 
edification and purity of the church? 
This is a high promise and deserves 
close attention, word by word. 


TUDY. ... This means to give some 

continued thought, to ponder on, to 
examine and think about. In some trans- 
lations of the New Testament it is used 
to express the idea of a Greek word 
(philotimeomai) meaning to be ambi- 
tious (I Thess. 4:11). In I Tim. 2:15 
it is used to translate a Greek word 
(spoudazo) which means “work hard at,” 
“do your utmost” as Moffatt translates 
it, or “concentrate” (Phillips). 

Ambition calls for hard work, thought 
and attention. It would not be stretching 
the meaning of this vow if it were para- 
phrased: Do you promise to make the 
peace, unity, edification and purity of 
the church your main ambition? 

“Study” means more than being in 
favor of these things. We are all in 
favor of the virtues, as we are all against 
sin. But this vow suggests more than 
merely approving of the welfare of the 
church. It lays on the conscience of each 
officer the obligation of doing something 
about his ambition. 

Ambitions about which we do nothing 
are not genuine ambitions. 


EACE. .. . This does not mean the 

avoidance of controversial questions. 
Is the happiest marriage one in which 
there are never any discussions of any 
subject on which husband and wife may 
disagree? Is the best kind of legislature 
that from which debate is barred? Peace 
does not mean either the absence or the 
ignoring of differences or difficulties; it 
lies rather in the approach to these. 

Evanston showed us the way. Churches 
were there, and viewpoints were repre- 
sented, which were clearly and openly 
different from one another. But the 
heartfelt resolve of all was, ‘‘We intend 
to stay together.” There were no ejec- 
tions, no secessions. The report which 
contained perhaps the largest number of 
disagreements, headed its most important 
section “Our Unity in Christ.” 

The peace of the church—your local 
congregation, the denomination, or the 
“Holy Catholic Church,” the world-wide 
or ecumenical church—the peace of the 
church may include many a controversy, 
provided it first of all includes the con- 
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viction that here we are brothers in 


Christ. 


NITY. . . . This does not mean 

unanimity. It does not mean uniform- 
ity. It has never meant this, in our 
tradition. There have been efforts made 
from time to time to impose rigid fetters 
on the mind or the practice of our church, 
but these have never been long successful. 
It is only in the Roman tradition that we 
hear of the “sacrifice of the intellect,” 
meaning assent, because the church has 
spoken, to what we would never have 
believed if left to our our honest con- 
victions. Unity has nothing to do, as 
such, with centralized or decentralized 
authority, though it is only reasonable 
to expect that a proper balance of both, 
in the church’s organization, will be such 
as to promote rather than hinder the most 
genuine unity. 

Harmony, in short, unity of spirit, 
ought to be the church officer’s ambition. 
Harmony between himself and the pas- 
tor, harmony within the governing boards 
of the local church, a sense of shared 
loyalty to Christ; harmony also with 
other congregations in the presbytery, 
agreement between (say) quotas allotted 
by presbytery and the willing effort of 
the local officers. 

Two things can surely be said about 
unity. One is that the burden of proof 
rests on those who advocate disunity. If, 
for instance, all Presbyterian churches 
were now one, who would have the face 
to advocate splitting it ten ways? And 
incidentally, what party of disunity, in 
such a case, could muster the 34 majority 
needed to split the church wide open? 

The other obvious thing about unity— 
and it is sad that it has to be said—is 
that spreading slander, or believing it 
whole, about Christian believers and 
leaders, is a flagrant violation of the vow 
to “study the unity” of the church. 


DIFICATION. .. . The simple and 

original meaning of this word is 
building-up. This hardly means build- 
ing up the physical assets of the church 
first of all. The ambition of the church 
officer should be something more funda- 
mental than trying to make St. Symeon’s 
steeple a little higher, St. Symeon’s 
kitchen a little more metallic, than St. 
Simon’s in the next suburb. 

Edification is also something other 
than building up the church like a kind 
of fortress, secure from all contacts with 
everything non-Presbyterian. What it 
does mean is building the body of Christ. 
It means trying one’s best to leave the 
church, at the end of one’s term of office, 
a bit nearer what a true church ought to 
be, than when one first became an officer. 


It means an active interest in evange- 
lism; it means support of missions at 
home and abroad, it means gathering in 
new Christians and strengthening those 
now in the fellowship. 


URITY. . The purity of the 
church is not at all the same thing 
as trying to make the whole church 
conform to the mental and spiritual pat- 
tern of the narrowest party in it. That 
is too much like a cake in which the bak- 
ing powder was always trying to turn the 
rest of the ingredients into baking pow- 
der too. The purity of a cake is pre- 
served by seeing to it that nothing gets 
into it which keeps it from being a cake. 
So the purity of the church means see- 
ing that the church is as free as possible 
from whatever keeps it from being a 
true church, that is, truly a fellowship, 
a family, of brothers and sisters in 
Christ. 

The ambition of the officer should be 
for his own congregation first of all, and 
then for the church-at-large, that it shall 
be free of the virus of worldliness. And 
since the officer has to live in the world 
six days a week, he must “study” him- 
self. He must ask himself agcin and 
again: Is it possible that the spiritual 
and moral weakness of my church is due 
to contagion that I have brought in with 
me? I who should be carrying the ideals 
of the church into the world—am I poi- 
soning the purity of the church by bring- 
ing the ideals of the world into this fel- 
lowship? 





Greetings from Dr. Foreman 
Having long been a member of the 
Presbyterian Church U.S. with many 
contacts both personal and official with 
the Presbyterian Church, USA, I welcome 
this new venture in co-operation and 
union. Our churches ought not to be 
two; but so long as they are, it is open 
to those who have the goodwill and the 
good opportunity to explore and to dem- 
onstrate what can practically be done 
together as Presbyterian Christians. If 
this paper carries to readers across our 
continent the best in the thinking and 
living of both churches, it will be carry- 
ing what we already possess in common. 
KENNETH J. FOREMAN. 
Louisville, Ky. 
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BLAKE SEES SERVICEMEN 
DOING ‘BEST POSSIBLE JOB’ 


Tokyo (RNs)—Eugene Carson Blake 
of Philadelphia, president of the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, said here 
he was “particularly impressed” during 
his three-week visit with American serv- 
icemen in the Far East by the way they 
are “serving America in a political sense 
as ambassadors and in a religious sense 
as missionaries.” 

Dr. Blake made the comment as he 
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boarded a plane to return to the United 
States. 

“Our servicemen are doing the best 
possible job in the difficult task of main- 
taining goodwill while on duty in a for- 
eign land,” he said, adding that they 
could “improve or undo a hundred years 
of missionary work” but that he saw 
“repeated evidence of their positive in- 
fluence.” 
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The National Council president, who 
also is Stated Clerk of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., cited in particular the 
“multi-million dollar effort to shelter 
orphans and build churches and schools 
through armed forces aid to Korea.” 

Dr. Blake said American servicemen 
in the Far East have no special religious 
need because “their need there is the same 
as anywhere—a faith that will bring 
them through discipline and difficulty as 
better men.” 

Prior to his arrival here, Dr. Blake 
conducted 25 special services for Ameri- 
can troops in all parts of Korea. While 
in Tokyo he made a Christmas broadcast 
to the Japanese people over the govern- 
ment radio network, held two Sunday 


these people and let them know that they 
can find the fellowship of a “church 
home away from home.” 

The annual communion service for 
government officials, inaugurated in 
1948, is held at the National Presby- 
terian church. Edward L. R. Elson, pas- 


tor, said that the Federation’s recom- 
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QUEENS COLLEGE 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 


A fully accredited college with a program planned for the academic, religious, 
and social development of young women. A.B. and B.S. degrees. For information 
write THE REGISTRAR. 


BALDWIN 
COLLEGE 


Announcing four (4-yr.) competitive scholarships 
of $3000 ($750 renewable annually). Applications 
due February 12, 1955. College Entrance Examina- 
tion Board tests required of all applicants. Write 
for details. 

Fully accredited Liberal Arts College for women. 
A.B. degree. Broad curriculum, small classes. 
14 majors, departmental, interdepartmental and 
an independent major, including music, art, Bible, 
dramatic arts. Courses in nursery and educa- 
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KING COLLEGE 


Presbyterian @ Coeducational @ Founded 1867 
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Participating in the service this year 
were leaders of the three major Presby- 
terian bodies in the United States: Ralph 
W. Lloyd, president of Maryville 
(Tenn.) College, moderator of the Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, General Assem- 
bly; Wade H. Boggs of Atlanta, Ga., 
moderator of the Presbyterian U.S., As- 
sembly; and George A. Long, president 
of Pittsburgh-Xenia Theological Sem- 
inary, Pittsburgh, Pa., who represented 
the moderator of the United Presbyterian 
Assembly. 


New Hampden-Sydney 


President Is Named 


Dr. Joseph Clarke Robert, now presi- 
dent of Coker College, Hartsville, S. C., 


will become president of Hampden- 
Sydney College, Va., at the beginning of 
the fall term. He will succeed Edgar 
G. Gammon, president since 1939. 


Dr. Robert is a former professor of 
history at Duke University and associate 
dean of the graduate school there. He 
went to the Coker presidency in 1952. 
He is the author of several historical 
works. 

A native of State College, Miss., he is 
a graduate of Furman, Duke and Har- 
vard. He is an elder in the Presbyterian 
Church. 


Hampden-Sydney, one of the nation’s 
oldest colleges, was founded in 1776. It 
is controlled by the Synod of Virginia. 
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medation to broaden its scope is being 
forwarded to the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, for action. 

Sponsorship of the service on an inter- 
denominational basis would mean that 
leaders of other Protestant denominations 
would be invited to join in officiating, Dr. Seted for tetder. with complete spectncetiill 
Elson said. He pointed out that the MITCHELL MANUFACTURING CO. 
service already is interdenominational in- 2748 S. 34th St., Milwaukee 46, Wis., Dept. D 
sofar as attendance by members of Con- 
gress and government departments is 
concerned. 
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AT THE INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY 


Brunner Gives Christmas Message 
By MARLIN B. CURRY 


“Jesus alone is unique in what he re- 
vealed,” declared Emil Brunner in the 
chapel of the International Christian 
University at Mikata-Shi, Tokyo, Japan, 
at the Christmas celebration. “What he 
revealed was done once and for all. This 
is the meaning of Christmas, because the 
test given declares our eternal future.”’ 

Dr. Brunner, who is professor of 
Christian ethics in the university, began 
by stating that “the message of the angels 
to the shepherds are words connected 
with many Christmas events. Poetry, 
music and art are filled with them. It is 
unfortunate that the Christmas message 
somehow has become divorced from the 
real life of that dark, dreadful, fearful 
world. The words, ‘Fear not,’ were 
spoken to a fearful world—a world of 
CHAPLAIN CURRY is now on a special as- 


signment in Tokyo at the Kapaun Religious 
Retreat House. 


blood, of darkness, of human cruelty. 
The angels’ words are a reference to a 
fact of history—Jesus of Nazareth.” 


Note the Man 

Dr. Brunner added that we have to 
take note of this Man, Jesus, for his- 
torians, mostly, do not speak of the sig- 
nificance of his birth; they do not point 
out exactly who he was—and this is 
what the Bible is about. The only be- 
gotten Son, who has declared God, is 
what Christmas is about. And anyone 
who does not know him, does not know 
God; and hence does not understand the 
meaning of life. 

“The mystery of the God-Man,” the 
eminent theologian continued, “is the 
mystery of God’s love. Of that event the 
angels spoke. This is distinguished 
from all other historical events, in that 
it was once and for all. Not every event 
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was once and for all. In the normal 
course, everything is relative in history, 
This is not relative, but was once and for 
all for the redemption of mankind. 
“Some people speak of it as an event 
that took place so long ago—some 1900 
years—and that it has lost its significance, 
Is that so? Let me draw an analogy. 
Somebody has drawn up a testament, or 
will, thirty years ago, but in its guarantee 
of another’s security it is good today. 
Thus the Testament has been made for us 
who live today, and has written in it our 
future fate. Our life’s estimate has been 
sealed and signed with the blood of 
Christ. Therefore it is valid now.” 


This fact establishes the uniqueness 
of Jesus, which is the heart of the mean- 
ing of Christmas, said Dr. Brunner. 

Paul made this plain, he went on, 
when he wrote, “I am suffering birth- 
pangs for you, because something has to 
be born in you.” The birth of Christ 
is nothing if it is not a birth in us. The 
re-birth is spoken of as something quite 
new—by faith in Christ. 

Dr. Brunner drew a distinction be- 
tween Christ’s type of revolution and the 
kind executed by worldly rulers. Christ’s 
was the only real revolution. The French 
revolution did not change so much, nor 
the Russian, because neither touched real 
evil. So long as evil is not touched, there 
is no real revolution. 


A Real Revolution 


Jesus, on the other hand, effects a 
radical revolution, because he takes out 
the real root of evil. So long as the root 
is not touched, evil always grows again. 

Pointing to individuals, Dr. Brunner 
said: “If I am a man in Christ, there 
is a new Christ. Paul’s strange word 
about birth refers to the birth within us, 
and the birth of Bethlehem in the whole 
New Testament is about this. 

“There are people who impress us with 
their Christlikeness. Their whole life is 
something of the Spirit of Christ shown. 


Christ formed in you makes real Chris- 
tians. 

“But what keeps back the growth of 
many in whom this re-birth has taken 
place? First, they are concerned with 
material welfare first, occupied so much 
with this that Christ is kept back. Sec- 
ond, even as Christians, we write ‘I’ as a 
capital, and so the growth of Christ in us 
is hindered. We must try to humble 
ourselves in the face of the cross of Christ. 
That will make a real Christmas.” 


40% Are Christians 


A professor revealed that 40 per cent 
of the 350 students at the International 
Christian University are Christians, and 
the attendance indicated about that fig- 
ure. The Christian way of life is stress- 
ed, but students are not high-pressured 
into Christianity. This university, the 
professor said, is the realization of a 50- 
year dream, and the half-finished chapel, 
the gigantic administration building, the 
dormitories, and the old Japanese hangar 
to be converted into a suitable athletic 
area, emphasize its substantial growth. 
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The Power of the Holy Spirit 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 


Sunday School Lesson for January 23, 1955 
John 16:7-11; Acts 2:1-4; 4:8-12 


The Bible has a great deal to say about 
the Holy Spirit. Jesus’ last promise 
to his disciples was “You shall receive 
power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you” (Acts 1:8). In the earliest 
recorded Christian sermon, Peter pro- 
claimed, “Repent and be baptized . . . in 
the name of Jesus Christ . . . and you 
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” 
(Acts 2:38). John declares, “We know 
that he abides in us by the Spirit which 
he has given us (I Jn. 3:24). And Paul 
adds, “If any man hath not the Spirit 
of Christ, he is none of his” (Rom. 8:9). 

This emphasis of the Bible upon the 
Holy Spirit is reflected in our symbols 
and creeds. As we enter the fellowship 
of the church we are baptized into the 
name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit. 
In the oldest and best beloved creed of 
the church we repeat, “I believe in God 
the Father . . . and in Jesus Christ, his 
Son . . . and in the Holy Spirit.” In 
our catechism we are taught that, “There 
are three persons in the Godhead, the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Ghost; and 
these three are one God, the same in sub- 
stance, equal in power and glory.” There 
are many hymns addressed to the Holy 
Spirit: “Come Holy Ghost in love,” 
“Holy Ghost with light divine,” “Holy 
Spirit, Faithful Guide,” and others. Our 
worship ordinarily concludes with the 
benediction, “The grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the love of God our Father, 
and the communion of the Holy Spirit 
be with you all.” 

But who is the Holy Spirit, and what 
does the Holy Spirit do? 

Light upon these two questions is shed 
by the passages chosen for our study. 


1. The Promise of the Spirit 

In Jesus’ last words to his disciples, 
there are five distinct references to the 
coming of the Holy Spirit. 

1. Jn. 14:15-17. “Tf you love me, 
you will keep my commandments,” said 
Jesus, “and I will pray the Father and 
he will give you another Counselor. . . .” 
The word translated Counselor in the 
Rsv and Comforter in the KJv means in 
the Greek, “one who is called to the side 
of another.” The words, Comforter and 
Counselor, therefore, do not begin to 
express the full meaning of Jesus’ prom- 
ise. He had been far more than a Coun- 
selor or Comforter to his disciples, and 
now that his bodily presence was to be 
withdrawn, his Spirit was to do for his 
disciples all that he had been doing for 
them. He was to guide, inspire, en- 
courage, comfort, strengthen and sanc- 
tify. 
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2. Jn. 14:25-26. “These things I 
have spoken to you,” said Jesus a little 
later, “while I am still with you. But 
the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom 
the Father will send in my name, he 
will teach you all things.” Does this 
“all things” include science and philoso- 
phy? It would seem so, because other- 
wise it would not include all things, and 
also because, as Christ has previously 
pointed out, the Holy Spirit is the Spirit 
of truth. All truth comes from God, and 
scientists toiling over their test tubes 
discover only that truth which God has 
made available to those who fulfill the 
proper conditions. And yet, we can be 
sure that it is primarily spiritual truth 
that Jesus had in mind. “The Holy 
Spirit,” he said, “will teach you all 
things and bring to your remembrance 
all that I have said to you.” We do not 
make moral and spiritual progress by 
forgetting Jesus’ words or by going be- 
yond them, but by discovering their 
fuller significance, their meaning for 
changing conditions, under the inspira- 
tion and guidance of the Holy Spirit.” 

3. 15:26-27. When the Counselor 
comes, whom I shall send to you from 
the Father, even the Spirit of truth, who 
proceeds from the Father, he will bear 
witness to me,” said Jesus in his third 
mention of the Holy Spirit. It is the 
Spirit who brings God’s living word to 
us from the written word and that living 
Word bears compelling witness to Jesus 
Christ as the Son of Ged. And it is the 
Spirit who bears witness through the 
spoken word. A minister knows that 
his most eloquent words are powerless 
without the witness of the Spirit. Ar- 
guments have their place in the Chris- 
tian’s armory, but it is the Spirit, and 
not the arguments, that brings convic- 
tion. And yet it is through our witness 
ordinarily that the Holy Spirit bears 
his own witness. “He will bear witness 
of me,” said Jesus, “and you also are 
witnesses.” To be co-witnesses with the 
Holy Spirit or to give the Holy Spirit an 
opportunity to witness through us—that 
is our calling. 

4. 16:7-11. “It is to your advantage 
that I go away,” Jesus continued, “for if 
I do not go away, the Counselor will not 
come to you.” So long as Jesus was with 
them, the disciples relied upon him to 
settle all their difficulties and to answer 
all their questions. When they were 
forced to rely upon the Spirit within, they 
began to develop their own inner re- 
sources. Then, too, it was the cross 
that fully revealed God’s love for men, 
and the resurrection that manifested his 


power. The love of God and his power 
could not bear their full fruit in the lives 
of men until after this supreme manifes- 
tation. The Holy Spirit is God in us, 
Christ in us, and it was not possible for 
men to experience this abiding presence 
until after Christ had departed from the 
flesh. 

When the Holy Spirit comes, says 
Jesus, he will convince the world of sin, 
“because they do not believe on me.” It 
is difficult for all of us to admit that we 
have sinned—we try to excuse ourselves, 
to evade the facts. But if we really be- 
lieve that God’s love is revealed in Christ, 
the Spirit will convict us of sin for 
refusing to allow that love full sway 
in our lives. He will show us that the 
root-sin is not the sin of selfishness or 
passion or drunkenness or pride, but 
the sin of refusing to believe on him, 
really to believe on him, and let him 
master our heart, mind and will. The 
sin which lies beneath all other sin is 
the refusal to believe that God is in 
Christ reconciling the world to himself. 

The Spirit will convince the world of 
righteousness, said Jesus, “because I 
go to the Father.” It was the resurrec- 
tion that put the stamp of divine ap- 
proval upon Jesus’ teaching. Otherwise 
men would have thought that the cross 
was the end and likely to be the end for 
all men who are willing to sacrifice every- 
thing else that they might do the Father’s 
will. It is the Holy Spirit whom the 
Father sends through Christ that con- 
vinces men that the world’s standard of 
what constitutes the highest good is not 
always the divine standard, that the 
righteousness of Christ is the true right- 
eousness. 

Finally, the Spirit convinces the world 
of judgment, “because the ruler of this 
world is judged.” “Certainly that is the 
impression made upon the mind by the 
story of our Lord’s trial and passion,” 
writes Dr. Gossip in the Interpreters’ 
Bible: 

“As the tale proceeds... the positions 
of the participants in the drama are 
transposed. It is not Christ who is con- 
demned but they who condemn him. And 
every insult heaped upon him enhances 
his majesty. While those who exul- 
tantly wreak their malice and vengeance 
upon one seemingly in their power, only 
dwarf themselves thereby and reveal 
their own futility and smallness. It is 
at Calvary that the meanness of evil 
comes home to everyone most overpow- 
eringly; and there that Christ storms the 
heart.” 

It is Christ’s death and resurrection 
that enable us to pass final judgment on 
good and evil; it is Christ’s victory over 
death that makes it certain that the ruler 
of this world has been judged, and that 
evil will finally be overcome. 

5. 16:12-15. Jesus returns to the 
more positive mission of the Spirit: “TI 
have many things to say to you, but you 
cannot bear them now. When the Spirit 
of truth comes he will guide you into all 
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the truth.”’ 


That promise was fulfilled 
first of all in the apostles, who, under 
the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, gives 
us the final truth about God's revelation 
in Christ. But our Lord put no limits 
upon the promise. In every age the Holy 
Spirit takes the words and deeds of Jesus 
and brings home to us a fuller knowledge 
of the truth for our own times. It is not 
truth apart from Christ but the truth 
contained in Christ. 


Il. The Gift of the Spirit 

In Acts 2:1-4 we read how, fifty days 
after the resurrection and after ten days 
of earnest and persistent prayer, the dis- 
ciples were finally filled with the Holy 
Spirit. That was the central fact in the 
Pentecostal experience. The sound from 
heaven like a rush of mighty wind re- 
minded them of the Spirit’s source and 
power. The tongues as of fire reminded 
them likewise of the witness which they 
must bear with the aid of the Spirit. 
Speaking in other tongues was the initial 
result of this overwhelming experience. 
Some gather from the account that these 
early disciples spoke connected discourse 
in foreign languages; others gather from 
a careful study of this passage and others 
(such as I Cor. 14) that it was simply 
ecstatic language (containing words or 
phrases in foreign languages but other- 
wise unintelligible) which came as a re- 
sult of their overpowering emotions. 

But what was the meaning of the total 
experience for the church? Peter ex- 
plained its significance in the address 
which he gave to the puzzled folk who 
were attracted to the spot by the ecstatic 
utterances of the disciples. 

It is, he explained first of all, the ful- 
fillment of Joel’s ancient prophecy (Acts 
2:14-21). In the Old Testament period 
the Spirit had come upon selected indi- 
viduals, for limited periods and for lim- 
ited ends. But Joel had predicted that 


the time would come when the Spirit 
would become available for all—men and 
women, without distinction of sex; young 
and old, without distinction of age; bond 
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and free, without distinction of status. 
And that time has now come, said Peter. 
The Spirit is now available to men and 
women, young and old, bond and free. 
But, he proceeded to point out, it is the 
gift of Jesus who lived and died and rose 
again from the grave and is now seated 
at the right hand of God, of the Jesus 


whom God had made both Lord and 
Christ. 

The crowd which listened to Peter 
was impressed. ‘What shall we do?” 


they asked. Peter replied, “Repent and 
be baptized, every one of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of 
your sins; and you shall receive the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. “For,” he added, 
“the promise is to you and your children 
and to all that are far off ...”’ (those who 
are far off in time—men of the 20th 
century as well as those of the first: those 
who are far off in space—Russia and the 
United States, as well as Palestine; those 
who are far off in spirit—not only the 
“righteous,”’ but also sinners who have 
wandered far from the Father’s home and 
heart. 

We should never think of Pentecost 
without recalling Peter’s explanation. 
Pentecost was a turning point in the life 
of the disciples. They had known God 
as their Father in heaven; they had come 
to understand that Jesus was the divine 
Son of God; they came now to realize 
that God the Spirit was in them, working 
in and over and through them for the 
great purposes which God had at heart. 
And on that day the history of the Chris- 
tian church had its beginning. But Pen- 
tecost is far more than the birthday of the 
church. It was the beginning of a new 
“dispensation”—the dispensation of the 
Holy Spirit. The Spirit which Jesus had 
promised, the Spirit whose power the 
early disciples experienced, is available 
now for us. “Repent, and be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ for the for- 
giveness of your sins, and you shall re- 
ceive the gift of the Holv Spirit.” 

But though the Holy Spirit has been 
given to all who believe in Jesus, not all 
live in the full power of the Holy Spirit; 
we do not allow the Spirit to have his 
wav in our lives. In Biblical language, 
we are not filled with the Spirit. We 
know that from our own experience. So 
often we are timid and weak, anxious 
and afraid, prejudiced and self-center- 
ed. So it was too with the early dis- 
ciples. But there were other times when 
the disciples allowed the Spirit to possess 
them fully. It is worth our while to go 
through the Book of Acts and observe 
the instances mentioned there, for it is 
here that we see what the Holy Spirit 
can mean to our lives if only we will 
allow him full possession of our hearts 
and wills. 








There was Peter, for example, on trial 
before the Sanhedrim which only a few 
months before had illegally effected the 





death of his Master. On that occasion 
Peter had quailed before the questions of 
a servant maid and denied with an oath 
that he even knew Jesus. But now this 
same Peter, ‘‘filled with the Holy Spirit,” 
declared that Jesus Christ “whom you 
crucified, whom God raised from the 
dead ... is the stone which was rejected 
by you builders, but which has become 
the head of the corner. And there is 
salvation in no one else’? (4:8-12). 

In Acts 6 we meet Stephen, “a man 
full of faith and of the Holy Spirit” 
(vs. 5). He was full of the Holy Spirit, 
we can be sure, because he was full of 
faith. And because he was full of the 
Holy Spirit he was “full of grace and 
power” (vs. 8). Stephen bore courageous 
witness before the Sanhedrim, who were 
so enraged that they cast him out of the 
city and stoned him (7:58). But he, 
“full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into 
heaven and saw the glory of God and 
Jesus standing at the right hand of God 

. and as they were stoning Stephen he 
prayed, ‘Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.’ 
And he knelt down and cried with a loud 
voice, ‘Lord, do not hold this sin against 
them.’ And when he had said this he 
fell asleep.” 

In Acts 11 we read about one of the 
great services that Barnabas rendered 
the early church. The mother church in 
Jerusalem was shocked to hear that a 
newly organized church in Antioch had 
forgotten the proprieties, the social taboos 
which all Jews had been accustomed to 
observe for generations back. They had 
welcomed Gentiles into their church, 
and what was worse, far worse, had sat 
down at table with them. Barnabas was 
sent to investigate. When he came and 
saw the grace of God,” we read, “he was 
glad; and he exhorted them all to remain 
faithful to the Lord with steadfa-t pur- 
pose; for he was a good man, full of the 
Holy Spirit and of faith (11:23). 

It was the Holy Spirit that gave Peter 
courage; in time of danger it was the 
Holy Spirit which enabled Stephen to 
face death with untroubled mind and 
with a prayer of forgiveness for his mur- 
derers on his lips; it was the Holy Spirit 
which enabled Barnabas to overcome the 
prejudices which had been engrained in 
him as a child. 

And what would it mean for us if we 
were filled with the Holy Spirit? 
Strength for every task, courage in every 
time of peril, peace in the midst of pain. 
forgiveness for everv iniurv, and a love 
that would surmount every barrier? Yes, 
all this and more. For the Holy Spirit 
is God within us, Christ within us. 

But how can we be filled with the 
Holy Spirit? Jesus said, “If you then 
who are evil know how to give good gifts 
to vour children, how much more will 
the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to those who ask him?” (Luke 11:13) 
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BOOK NOTES 


Book club selections: 

PASTORAL PsyCHOLOGY Book CLUB. 
January: 

The Road to Sexual 
Abraham N. Franzblau. 
ter. Dividend: 





Maturity, Dr. 
Simon & Shus- 
Sources of Fear and 


Hate, by Dr. M. Bevan-Brown, Van- 
guard. 

February: Integration of Religion and 
Psychiatry, by Wm. Earl Biddle. Mac- 
millan. 

PuLpit Book CLus. January: 

Great Preaching Today. By A. M. 
Motter, Harpers. Dividend: The Ex- 


cellence of Our Calling, by T. F. Chil- 
cote, Jr. Dutton. 

February: Our Christian Vocation, 
by John Heuss. Seabury; Dividend: 
When You Build Your Church, by John 
R. Scotford. Doniger & Raughley. 





Re.icious Book Cius. January: 

And After This? by Harry N. Han- 
cock. Longmans, Green; Pastoral Preach- 
ing, by David MacLennan. Westmin- 
ster. 

Lenten Selection: Rediscovering Pray- 
er, by John L. ann. Association. 

* 

The manse of ati church, Nash- 
ville, Tenn., has been a busy, book- writ- 
ing place in recent months, with four 
books being written by the Thomas C. 
Barr family. Mrs. Barr (Gladys H.) 
has been writing two; Dr. Barr is work- 
ing on a book of memoirs; and son, Tom, 
Jr., is writing a book on spelunking 
(cave exploration), his hobby. Mrs. 
Barr’s new book, Cross, Sword and Ar- 
row is scheduled for Feb. 14 publication 
by Abingdon Press. It is a study of the 
13th century Children’s Crusade. Her 
first book, Monk in Armour (Martin 
Luther), was chosen by two book clubs. 

. « @ 

Joep Nicholas’ cover painting for 
Mentor’s The Holy Bible in Brief was 
recently presented to the National Pres- 
byterian Church in Washington, in honor 


of its best known member: President 
Eisenhower. 
A new Clarence Macartney book is 


scheduled for Feb. 14 publication by 
Abingdon Press: The Woman of Te- 
koah — twelve biographical sermons. 
Abingdon will also publish Ralph W. 
Sockman’s The Whole Armor of God 
Feb. 1: Seven brief messages based on 
Paul’s word to the Ephesians: ‘“Take 


the whole armor of God.” 
| * ok Ox 


Despite the distaste of many church- 
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men for the Norman Vincent Peale ma- 
terial, his Power of Positive Thinking 
goes merrily along, keeping the cash reg- 
isters ringing at a steady clip. Prentice 
Hall, the publisher, says the rate of sale 
jumped from 8,000-10,000 weekly to 
80,000, though the book has been out 
more than two years. 
* ¢ « 

New Orleans’ famous Dr. Alton Ochs- 
ner, in his recent book, Smoking and 
Cancer, levels a strong anti-smoking 
barrage. Messner, the publisher, an- 
nounces a sell-out of the first edition 
within a month of its appearance. To- 
bacco companies were so eager to get 
the book that, after failing in other ef- 
forts, they sent a messenger into the 
Messner shipping room with the money 
for 12 copies. 

EVANSTON: AN INTERPRETATION. By 
James Hastings Nichols. Harper & Bros., 
New York. 155 pp., $2. 

This is a careful evaluation of the 
Evanston Assembly of the World Council 
of Churches, written as soon as possible 
following last summer’s meeting. Dr. 
Nichols is a Presbyterian; he is profes- 
sor of the history of Christianity at the 
University of Chicago’s Federated Theo- 
logical Seminary and a_ recognized 
scholar. The subject is treated in a 
popular manner, assuring its wide use- 
fulness. 

CHINA’S NEW CREATIVE AGE. By Hew- 
lett Johnson. International Publishers, New 
York. 187 pp., $2.50. 

The “Red Dean” of Canterbury, Hew- 
lett Johnson, describes his visit to China 
in 1952. With fulsome praise he de- 
scribes the achievements in all fields of 
the Communist regime, including the 
“new morality.” He did not see or did 
not want to see the other side of the new 
totalitarianism and imperialism. In his 
chapter on “Landmarks of the Christian 
Church” he accepts one hundred percent 
the appraisal of Christian missions and 
of the new “Reform Movement” in the 
church given to him by a small Commu- 
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nist-inspired clique of church leaders. He 
accepts without question the Communist 
propaganda about germ warfare in 
Korea. 

We were in China too during the Red 
Dean’s visit and read in the papers about 
his speeches, and tours. He was wel- 
comed as an ardent supporter of Marxian 
democracy and of the new order in China. 
Lexington, Va. FRANK W. PRICE. 


BOOKS RECEIVED 


From the World of the Cabbalah. 
Zion Bokser. 
$3.00. 

Horses Across the Ages. Jeanne Mellin. 
E. P. Dutton & Co., Inc., N. Y. $3.50. 

White Mane. Albert Lamorisse. E. P. 
Dutton & Co., Inc., N. Y. $2.75. 

The American College Chaplaincy. 
mour A. Smith. Association Press, 
$3.75. 
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For Lenten Reading 


MEDITATIONS FROM A PRISON CELL, 
by F. Olin Stockwell, author of 
“With God in Red China.” 


ALONE WITH GoD, prayers by Grover 


Cc. E der of The Upper 
Room. 





THE VERY THOUGHT OF THEE, selec- 
tions from the writings of Bernard 
of Clairvaux, Jeremy Taylor and 
Evelyn Underhill. 


Price 35 cents each, three for $1, 
postpaid. 


Order from 


Gye Oye Room_ 


The world’s most widely used 
devotional guide 


__1908 Grand Avenue, Nashville, Tenn. 
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MENTION 


CHANGES 

J. Walton Stewart Jr., Natchez, Miss., 
has been called to the First church, 
Savannah, Ga. 

Paul S. Heath, General Presbyter of 
the Presbytery of Buffalo-Niagara, has 
been elected to the same office by the 
Presbytery of New York, to succeed 
Theodore F. Savage. Dr. Heath was for- 
merly president of Auburn Seminary be- 
fore it was merged with Union Seminary, 
N. Y. Following that he was pastor in 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa., and Kalamazoo, Mich. 

Ben L. Rose, Central church, Bristol, 
Va., has accepted a call to the First 
church, Wilmington, N. C., and will be- 
gin his work there Feb. 1. 

Wm. H. Kryder, Abbeville, S. C., wlil 
become pastor of the Graham, N. C., 
church Feb. 1. 

Ben Evan Gillespie from Brownwood, 
Texas, to 701 W. Fourth St., Pecos, Texas. 

Henry Wade DuBose from Wilmington, 
N. C., to Sweet Briar, Va. 

John E. Johnson, U. S. Navy chaplain, 
retired, became the first resident pastor 
of the year-old Bayside, Va., church on 
January 1. A Presbyterian, USA, min- 
ister, Chaplain Johnson had been district 
chaplain of the 5th Naval District. 

J. Don Skinner from Williamston, N. C., 
to Wilkins St., Northside church, Rt. 5, 
Burlington, N. C. 

E. R. Arehart from Recife, 
buco, to Caixa 66, Garanhuns, 
buco, Brazil, S. A. 

Cc. |. Kelly from Weslaco, Texas, to 
4817 Merrimac St., Corpus Christi, Texas, 
where he will serve a church that is to be 
formed. 

Jesse R. Hutcheson, Lynchburg, Va., 
has been called to the Buena Visa, Va., 
and Ben Salem churches. 

Stanley Bright from Bentonville, Ark., 
to Prairie Grove, Ark. 

Charles Haddon Nabers from Bain- 
bridge, Ga., to 213 Cleveland St., Green- 
ville, S. C. 

C. Rogers McLane, on furlough from 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, to 720 N. Bishop Ave., 
Dallas 8, Texas, sailing January 7. 
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Albert S. Johnstone, retiring from the 
Ashland, Va., church, will live at 3518 
Moss Side Ave., Richmond, Va. 

Cecil V. Crabb from Earle, Ark., to 
Rock Island, Tenn. 

George E. Barker, Saltillo, Miss., has 
accepted a call to the Glencliff church, 
Nashville, Tenn. 

Wm. M. Fountain, Jr., Malvern Hills 
church, Asheville, N. C., has accepted a 
call to the Charleston, Miss., church, 
effective late in January. 

Keith R. Crim, in Taejon, Korea, is now 
addressed: Presbyterian Mission, APO 
94, care P.M., San Francisco, Calif. 

Athol D. Cloud, formerly pastor in 
Stockton, Ala., has begun his work as 
superintendent of home missions for the 
Presbyterians of East and North Missis- 
sippi. He is living in Oxford, Miss. 

Cecil Culverhouse, Birmingham, Ala., 
who studied last year in Scotland, has 
accepted a call to the West Nashville 
church, Nashville, Tenn., beginning his 
work January 1. Address: 4610 Char- 
lotte Ave., Nashville 9. 


PRESBYTERY ACTION 
Sam S. Cappel, Johnson City, Tenn., 
whose acceptance of a call to Darlington, 


S. C. was noted here December 27, wag 
not released by Holston Presbytery, at 
the request of the Princeton congrega- 
tion which he will continue to serve, 


DEATH 

J. E. Flow, 80, Concord, N. C., died in 
a Kannapolis Hospital December 15, 
Following pastorates and other service 
in Missouri, Oklahoma and West Virginia, 
he returned to his home state of North 
Carolina in 1928 where he became super- 
intendent of home missions for Concord 
Presbytery. In recent years he organ- 
ized the Flow-Harris church near Con- 
cord. 


DEGREE 

Robert G. Hall, Westminster, S. C., wag 
awarded the Ph. D. degree by Edinburgh 
University of Scotland at the mid-winter 
exercises. 


Ss. C. CONVOCATION 

Elmer G. Homrighausen of Princeton 
Seminary and John Bright of Union Sem- 
inary, Va., will be the featured speakers 
at the South Carolina ministers’ convo- 
eation, First church, Columbia, January 
31, February 1. 





FLORA MACDONALD 


COLLEGE 


Red Springs, North Carolina 
An Accredited Four-Year Liberal 


Arts College 


B.A., B.M., and B.S. Degrees 
Christian Education for Christian 


Living and Service 


MarsHALut Scott Woopson, President 
“4 Superior College for Superior Students” 








SOUTHWESTERN 


Rendering—for 106 years—the important service of training men and 
women of Christian character for leadership 
industry, the arts, and the professions. 


PEYTON N. RHODES, President 
SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 


in the Church, business, 


e Memphis 12, Tennessee 








EDGAR G. GAMMON, President 


1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1954 


Exceptional record for turning out leaders in church, community and nation. 


Sound education undergirded by Christian faith. 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 








1837 


John R. Cunningham, President 





DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Consecrated to Learning 
and to 
Spiritual Growth 


1954 


Davidson, N. C. 
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